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December 13, 2009
Sunday
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.

Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening Worship  5:00 P.Mm.

Wednesday Evening
Bible Study 7:00 P.M.
Elders
Gene Blair: 679-8980

Ron Boatwright: 450-7576

Deacons
Kevin Barley: 679-6408
Tim Blake: 679-5181
Darren Dent: 679-2218
Brian Drewry: 679-6118
Del Hines: 679-6203
Jim Sutterfield: 679-3157
Ministers
Glen Elliott: 679-6830

Youth Contact
Jesse Ellison (501)250-3514

Our Record 2009
December 6th

Bible Study 198
Worship AM 271
Worship PM 168
Wed. Dec. 2nd 146
Budget: $5000
Contribution: $6159

12 Wilson Farm Road
Greenbrier, AR 72058
v E-mail address (501) 679-3647

" gchofch@cyberback.com

Web-page
www.gbcofc.org

“WILL NOT SHRINK!”

Shrinkage is an important consideration when purchasing or laundering clothing. Will
this garment still fit after it has been washed several times? Can this fabric be washed in hot
water or will it shrink? In spite of the fact that some modern styles look as though mistakes
were made when purchasing the product, shrinkage is still a significant factor in determining
our personal level of comfort and satisfaction.

Shrinkage must also be considered as we “walk by faith” (2 Cor. 5:7). It is not “the
faith”; but, “our faith” which stands in danger of shrinking in the hour of trial. In the early days
of the American Revolution, after suffering several humiliating defeats in New York, the retreat-
ing Colonial Army faced the bitter cold of winter without adequate shoes or clothing. Accompa-
nying this dwindling army was the famous patriot, Thomas Paine, who wrote, “These are the
times that try men’s souls....The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis,
shrink from the service of his country” (John Adams, David McCullough 168).

When we are tested by hard times, remember that the quality and staying power of
our faith is examined, not by easy days of “smooth sailing”, but by those times when our vessel
enters unchartered waters or stormy seas. In such times as these, the Hebrew author warned
his readers, saying, “do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For you
have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what
was promised” (Hb. 10:35-36). Then, he quoted what the Lord said through the prophet, Ha-
bakkuk: “But My righteous one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleas-
ure in him” (vs. 38). Shrinking back from our commitment to Christ is no option in the day of
adversity! We must stand firm in our faith (1 Pet. 5:9). The Hebrew writer went on to say, “But
we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserv-
ing of the soul” (vs. 39). In a familiar song put to music by William Kirkpatrick, Priscilla Owens
asked these questions: “Will your anchor hold in the storms of life, When the clouds unfold
their wings of strife? When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain, Will your anchor drift, or
firm remain?” Solomon expressed a similar sentiment in Proverb 24:10, where he said, “If
thou faint in the day of adversity, they strength is small” (KJV). Oh, for such a faith that will not
shrink!

Love is another unshrinking fabric of Christian apparel. John said, “Now, little chil-
dren, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away
from Him in shame at His coming” (1 Jn. 2:28). Our confidence on the Day of Judgment is
based on love—His love for us and our love for Him. John explains, “There is no fear in love;
but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is
not perfected in love” (1 Jn. 4:18). Where is such love found? John explains in the next verse
that “We love, because He first loved us” (vs. 19). The unshrinkable nature of love gives us
great hope and confidence in facing anything that life throws against us. We “overwhelmingly
conquer” because nothing “will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Rm. 8:37-39). Love is that one enduring quality which transcends this life (1
Cor. 13:13) and defines the nature of God (1 Jn. 4:16).

Because of our faith and love in Jesus, let it said of each one of us that WE WILL NOT
SHRINKI!!

-Glen Elliott--



From the Elders

December 8, 2009

We just finished our annual inventory at work last
week and things went well. This is considered by
many to be a report card telling how the company is
doing.

We should all conduct a spiritual inventory of our
lives. How are we doing? Are we closer to God this
year? Are we truly working on weaker areas in our
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First Corinthians 10:12 tellsus, & ¢ K S NB ¥ 2 NJ
who thinks he stands take heed that he does not
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to be sure that we are using the word of God as our
standard and not compare ourselves to some other
brother or sister. Jesus is our example and it is His
life we want to pattern ours after!

Gene and Ron

And there is salva-
tion in No one else;
for there is no other
name under Heaven

YOouTs NEWS

The File Cabinet Of My Life
Tony Johnson

Glen’s lesson last Sunday morning on grace reminded me of a story |
heard many years ago. The essence of the story was, what would it be like
if God kept a file system on each one of us, with folders for all the events
in our lives. There might be a cabinet labeled “Friends”, another labeled
“School”, another labeled “Family”, another “Church”, and so on. And as
you opened each cabinet you would find folders where every action of
every moment, big and small, in microscopic detail, was listed.

What would the titles be on the folders of your life? When you opened the
“Friends” cabinet, maybe you would find a folder titled “Friends | Have
Helped”, but would you find a folder right next to it that said “Friends |
Have Betrayed”?
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at what would be in the file labeled “Jokes | Have Laughed At” or
“Magazines | Have Looked At”? Think of the files that might be there, both
good and bad. "Lies | Have Told", "Comfort | have Given", "Things | Have
Dofie §5 Anger",elp TYfat | Have Given”, "Things | Have Muttered Under My
Breath at My Parents", "Lustful Thoughts", and on and on. Would you find
one that was labeled “Friends | Have Shared the Gospe) Wjth”? Or wouyld
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larger?

How about the folder labeled “TV Shows | Have Watched”? How big is that
one going to be? Now compare it to the folder labeled “Times | Have Read
the Bible”. Which one is going to be larger? Would you be embarrassed at
the difference?

Would you be ashamed to have someone else go through the file cabinet
of your life? | know | would. But someone does just that, someone who
sees everything you do even when no-one is around, who knows your every
action and thought even as you write then in the file cabinet of your life.
We all have a file cabinet full of things we wouldn’t want others to know.
Romans 3:23 says “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. But
as a Christian, there is something else recorded on each one of those files-
the words “Paid In Full”, written in blood, and signed by Jesus. That’s
grace, undeserved, but given freely to those who seek Him in obedient
faith. My prayer is that He will have to sign less and less files as | realize
the cost He has paid in my place.

that has been given
among men by
which we must be

saved.

Acts 4:12

Reader: Matthew Post

Read The Bible Through In @ Pear

July Oold New
Thursday, 10th Eze 45-46 2 Peter 3
Friday, 11th Eze 47-48 IJohn 1
Saturday, 12th Dan 1-2 I John 2
Sunday, 13th Dan 34 IJohn 3
Monday, 14th Dan 5-6 | John 4
Tuesday, 15th Dan 7-9 IJohn 5
Wednesday, 16th Dan 10-12 2 & 3 John
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Upcoming Events

If you know of an event(s) not listed, please notify the office.

Annual Snowman Exchange to be held at the home of Jane Barnett on December 13th from 1-4 pm.
K-6th grade at the Dent’s home, December 12th @ 4pm-7pm. Please bring a $5 gift.

7th-12th grade will have a get together at the Blake’s on December 18th from 6:30 pm. Please bring a $5
gift, no gift cards please.

About The Family

December Food Committee: For needs contact
Shelly Dent (501-679-2218) or Amy Drewry (501

-679-6118).

Ladies Bible Class: Will be dismissed until
January 7rth.

Chil dr e n 6 secacBSuldéyeventhgfarr
2nd grade and under.

Sermen ITiles

AM: “Jesus, Our One and Only”
PM: “GET REAL!”

RANIMRY

Needs for December:
Dry beans & Jelly
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Patsy Story’s sister, Alice Martin.

Patsy travels on the 13th to begin her process as a bone marrow
donor. The actual transplant is scheduled for Dec. 18th.

Mary Hankins as she is going through her treatments.

The Lee’s will be traveling to Houston with their son, Les, to begin
treatment.

Matthew Post is having surgery on his tonsils, adenoids, and si-
nuses on December 30th.

Daniel Phillips will undergo surgery this Thursday, December
10th.

AREA-WIDE YOUTH MEETING
DECEMBER 13TH
GREENBRIER CHURCH OF CHRIST

4:00 PM: TEST YOUR FAITH!
(DISCUSSION LED BY JESSE ELLISON)
5:00 PM: GET REAL!
(LESSON BY GLEN ELLIOTT)
6:00 PM: MEAL
(PLEASE PLAN ON HELPING!)




Privileged to Serve:

0
Sunday, December 13th A.m. &@ @F
Song leader Jimmy Sutterfield

Opening Prayer Tony Johnson
Lord’s Supper
Preside: Todd Edwards
Wade Mavity
Mike Wolff LET THEM KNOW
Assist: Merrell Story BY: GRACE E. EASLEY
Kenneth Leggett
Ricky Shannon .
Closing prayer: Tim Mills LET SOMEBODY KNOW YOUGOGRE CA
Greeters & Ushers TAKE THE TIME TO LISTEN TO
Rod & Cindy Wilson WHAT THEY WANT SO MUCH TO TELL YOU,
Tim & Dona Dixon FOR THE GENTLE FOLKS ARE FEW.
Young Men To Collect Cards YOU ARE NOT SO HIGH AND MIGHTY,
Robert Taylor & Hunter Smart THAT YOU CANNOT SPARE A SMILE,
Visitords Gift Host es S FOR YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN YOU MIGHT
Anna Wolff & Nita Rowell NEED SOMEBODY AFTER-WHILE.
S‘é’(’)zagy;egfe"rembe’ 135’? n’:ﬂ":’y Sutterfiold LET SOMEBODY KNOW THEY MATTER,
Opening Prayer Jesse Ellison DO NOT TURN AND LOOK AWAY,
Lord’s Supper Tommy Hall YOU WILL SOMEDAY HAVE TO ANSWER,
Derek Phillips FOR THE THINGS YOU DO TODAY.
Closing Prayer Charles Hilburn NEVER BE IN SUCH A HURRY,
THAT YOU HAVE NO TIME TO DO
Wednesday, December 16th A KINDLY DEED, ELSE SOMEDAY GOD
Song Leader Brian Drewry é . MI GHT NOT HAVE TI ME FOR
Opening Prayer Wayne New
Devotional Daniel Phillips
Closing Prayer Cody Moody

a Anniversaries

3 Birthdays Dec. 9th -Dec. 23rd
"R _

@ (@ Dmp Rfc Ucci g Merrell & Patsy Story 12/22

% Dec. 9" - Dec. 23¢

Ginger Beene 12/10 Joann Boatwright 12/17 .

Jim Ratliff 12/11 Wayne New 12/17 Gre.enbrler ChurCh Of
Bobby Sims 12/12 Melanina Taylor 12/19 Ch rlS'}

Rick Camp 12/14 Alan Taylor 12/20 12 WIlSC.)n Farm Road
Burnadean Murray 12/14 Elizabeth Havens 12/20 Greenbner’ Ar 72058
Jim Bell 12/15 Phillip Short 12/20

Kim King 12/15 Brianna Ramseur 12/21

Charles Reynolds 12/16 Eric Gary 12/21




